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Dr. Escotet ' speaking on

some aspects of the crea-
tion "in “Venezuela of a
National Institute of In-
vestigations of the Sei.
ences of Man.

Adter having done g notable
job of organfretion At the
Latin  Amerlcan  apd Carfb-
bean Meeting on New Farmse
of Post-Secondery Eduecation,
and after having presided
over it, Dr. Miguel Angel Es-
cetet epntinues {0 be one of
the young pesple with the
most responsibiity s Venerzo
velan education. Al present he
is the President of the Advizo.-
ry Commicsion of the Min-
ister of FEdueation Ior Seien-
titze Investigation in the Hu-
man Sciences gnd Educational
Innovations,

In his speech opening the
menticoed meeting, which wasg
titled “Wew Forms of Learne
ing: a Challenge for the Fu-
ture”, Dr, Eseotet referred to
the philozophieal aspect of
higher education as & way tg
Improve the Jot of diverse
sections of the working class
‘hrough Post-Secondary Edu-
salion, sdult education, and
SVen Women's edication,

an has not been'recor
‘primary axis of development
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€en reco

nize '. as the

* % says Dr. Miguel Escotet, Advisor to the Ministry of Education
in Venezuela, on matters of scientific '
educational innovations.- o

_ The necessity is alrendy es-
ctablished of improving  the
quality of education and of
corignting it toward the areas

- of human and economle de-
“welopment; of attending the

Lharacteristics ‘of wnaesifies-
Hon and to glve “ha who
“learns' the type of individua-
ilized educatlon he.nepds.

In the same speech, Dr, Es-
colet pointed out that in;Latin
Amarics spproximately § per
Jend of {he feminine popula-
tion works In productve ae-
tivities, which mefins 'that on
& developing  contlnent - and
with & greast scarcity of Hu-
“MAan resdUurces, we are mot us-
‘Ing 40 per cent of the popula-
tion. Tn Venezuelw, 31 per
cent of the work foree ig fe-
THALE. :

If i on the future of -edilca—

tion in Vemerueks that we will
digress for s moment, as Dr.
‘Escotel = a fdedleated jnves.
tlgator of our edusstion. Sp
muth se that he has becoms,
together with the Minister of
Education — Dr, Lafs Wanmmsl
Pefialver — the force behing
the creation of a National In-
situte for Studieﬁ‘ of Humagan
Sriences.

It must be pointed out that
Dr. Pefialver is one of the men
who has made the greatest ef-
fort in the crestion and sti-
mulation of Sejenee and Tech-
nology Centers in Veneziuela,

Upon creating this orgamiza-
tion, technleal =olutiops will
be spught dor the fmprove-
ment of the Veneguslan ztan-
dard of living. '

More than 2 competltive or-
ganization, it will be a co-
operative  entify which will
work with the olher Inspity-
Lions of investigation and Uni-
versity Educstion of Venezue-
la, and ewen, will eollaborate

with other crganizatlons such -

as the Fundaclén del Nifo,
AVEPANE, and the Flanning
Cifice of the universities,
There is po past experienes
in Latin America of the crea-
tion of an_oregsnization of this
kind, It will make plays di-
rected  fundsmentally toward
‘the integrel development of

man; becsuse of this, it 1s abe

solutely mecessary to koo

him thoroughly, on a world-
wide -and continental level
and even more #0 an 8 Venez-

uelan level, in each-of Venez-

aela’s rogions, It ls necessary
to know outrition and health

“patterns, peychological charac-

:teristies, Intellectual, anthrop-
pologieal, socio-economic at-
dftudes, ete, Rl

Human beings - sceording

sto Dr, Escotet's wviewpolnt —.

“have bepn-forgotten a= 8 fum-

damental part of develgpment:

Ereater emphasis hAas  been
.given'io the way he ean pro-
doce Tmore. Ways heve been
Agund -te widen the poles of
economle  development, but
the true axls of development
“has been forgotien - man and

Chis problems. Why do lesrn-

ing problems oxist in children
In  Venezuela? These and
mnany dther-pheoomens should
be fully studied in Venezugln,
as for example: the fmportan-
ez of the paraliel schogl, or in

other words, the influenee of -

the means of seclal communi-
cation;
the lack of physleal space to
‘practice . sports, and the Imek
of *rtimuli for creativity. Dr,

. Escotet  elassified the prob-

lems of education In WVepezue-
la &5 seripus, as we are not
grienting the student for lfe
mnor te fulfill himself in his
work, The student dees not

kEnow his fumre nor hiz troc

srocation,

The implementatlon of &0
good  gystem  of - orlentation,

applled throughout the. whale
educstional system, - could
start developing a real wish to

work In ypung people.  This

orientation ghould be centra-
lizegt in the Diversified Cycle
{last 2 years of high schogsl).

Dr. Escotet could not under-
stend how, in eur codntry
which has 65% of Its popula-
tionn under 24 years old and
which requires such '& high
muiity  of hirnan resources,
e permit thet B0 of high
school students “do net seil
their hands”, and do not even
now hew to hit o nail, when

E Y i

abandoned  children:”

investigations and

> *

in Teality “all the stiderts
~should -not only recelve a gen-

cera]l education on Literature, |

History, Mathematics and
Fhysles, but they should alea
know, even though only basi-

celly, several aspects of téch-

vaology.

He considers that our high .

- sehool should be one year

‘longer and showld not only |

channel students, toward
Sclences or Humanities, bu.
toward the point where =1
men and women would kns-
the univerzal principles of

scichee, and at the same bime -

hawe a humenistle sensitive-
ness, and also know a definite
“technleal  trade,. This  step
wauld e g very firm mdvance |

towerd a true democratization ]

of teaching, .

The MNaitlonal Ingtitute of In- .
“wvestigation of the Sciences of
Men will work with Venezue.
‘lan Inwvestipators while form-
ing .persgnnel whe demon-
strate true gptitude for ipves- .
digailon, A pargsof this humar ;
team will be formed by the .
Venezruclen investigators; and
other groops will be farmed
with European and North A-
meritan metheds,

- Psychology, Anthropology, |
Biology, Sociclogy, Economics
and Fducation Wil be fhe
principal areas in which the
iovestigations “will “start,

- The nevw nvestignting ‘orga- |
nization could begln to func-
Hon in Wenezuela next yeir
“Wea “hope,” underlined Dr.
Fsoclet ™o rTeceive the sup-
port of Conlbelt, to which cor-
tnin ideas hawve been npreseii-
e, and dn the neéar future o
definliive report will be pré-
sentel to them to aolicir their
mdvioe. !

Dr. Miguel Escotet waz Di-
-eetar of Banning for the Mie-
igtry of Education and the
writer of the philosophicsl-
part, In its original wersion.
of the V Plan de la Nacigh. |
in educational material.

He was recently pamed
Editor of the Interarmerican
Jowrnal or Fsyebalogy; he is 2 '
eoclalepsychologist and univ-!
ersity professor. ' i
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